CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

IMG_4763 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1500835.003 

Medium: 

Computer Image File 

Publisher: 

Not stated 

Country of origin: 

Not stated 

Language: 

Not applicable 

Applicant: 

Commissioner of Police 

Classification: 

Objectionable. 


Descriptive note: 

Display conditions: 

Date of entry in Register: 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 

Date of notice of decision: 


None 

None 

18 December 2015 

No direction to issue a label has been issued 

17 December 2015 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The publication promotes and supports the infliction of extreme violence and cruelty, and is 
therefore deemed to be objectionable under s3(2)(f) of the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act). 

The publication is a photo of the body of a woman who has been decapitated. The image 
document the aftermath of a real, brutal murder. It may be that it was originally taken as evidence 
of the crime but without proof of this context and in this format there is no legitimate reason for 
its distribution online. Apparently distributed for entertainment and shock value, the image has 
the effect of promoting and supporting the extreme violence and cruelty depicted. 

This classification interferes with the right to freedom of expression as provided by the New 
Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. However, it is consistent with Parliament's intention that 
publications falling under s3(2) of the FVPC Act are deemed objectionable. 




